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common stock. Already the flow of munitions has leapt forward.
There is no reason why we should not in a few months overtake
the sudden and serious loss that has come upon us, without retarding
the development of our general programme.
Nevertheless, our thankfulness at the escape of our Army and so
many men, whose loved ones have passed through an agonising week,
must not blind us to the fact that what has happened in France and
Belgium is a colossal military disaster. The French Army has been
weakened, the Belgian Army has been lost, a large part of those
fortified lines upon which so much faith had been reposed is gone,
many valuable mining districts and factories have passed into the
enemy's possession, the whole of the Channel ports are in his hands,
with all the tragic consequences that follow from that, and we must
expect another blow to be struck almost immediately at us or at
France. We are told that Herr Hitler has a plan for invading the
British Isles. This has often been thought of before. When Napoleon
lay at Boulogne for a year with his flat-bottomed boats and his
Grand Army, he was told by someone " There are bitter weeds in
England." There are certainly a great many more of them since
the British Expeditionary Force returned.
The whole question of home defence against invasion is, of
course, powerfully affected by the fact that we have for the time
being in this island incomparably more powerful military forces
than we have ever had at any moment in this war or the last. But
this will not continue. We shall not be content with a defensive
war. We have our duty to our Ally. We have to reconstitute and
build up the British Expeditionary Force once again, under its
gallant Commander-in-Chief, Lord Gort. All this is in train ; but
in the interval we must put our defences in this island into such a
high state of organisation that the fewest possible numbers will
be required to give effective security and that the largest possible
potential of offensive effort may be realised. On this we are now
engaged. It will be very convenient, if it be the desire of the House,
to enter upon this subject in a secret Session. Not that the Govern-
ment would necessarily be able to reveal in very great detail military
secrets, but we like to have our discussions free, without the restraint
imposed by the fact that they will be read the next day by the
enemy; and the Government would benefit by views freely
expressed in all parts of the House by Members with their knowledge
of so many different parts of the country. I understand that some
request is to be made upon this subject, which will be readily
acceded to by His Majesty's Government.
We have found it necessary to take measures of increasing
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